Location of incisal edge position for esthetic restorative dentistry.
Restorative dentistry means just that--changing the position and morphology of teeth (when indicated) to restore the patient to a functional and esthetic occlusion. The first step considers the mandibular incisal edge position. Following that choice, the maxillary anterior teeth are evaluated for position against the lips and with the rest of the dentition, particularly the mandibular incisors and canines. When the three major determinants of incisal edge position (occlusion, phonetics, and esthetics) are used to place the anterior teeth where they will function best, all cases have the potential for a more enduring esthetic success.